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This lecture considers the green economy and future technology through a small business 

lens. Drawing on the UNEP (2011) definition of a green economy1, we contemplate the 

challenges and opportunities offered for sustainable business through the SDG lens. We 

propose means through which to integrate current and future technology in a resource 

constrained environment. We will discuss how to engage small businesses in the green 

economy, in order to develop untapped socio-economic resources and facilitate sustainable 

small business development. Finally, we will offer opportunities for discussion. 
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1 A green economy is ‘an economy that results in improved human well-being and reduced inequalities over the 
long term, while not exposing future generations to significant environmental risks and ecological scarcities’ 
(UNEP, 2011: 9). 
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